
 

EXPLORING FAITH.  CHANGING LIVES.  

Sardis Presbyterian Church is an inclusive congregation called to equip disciples of Jesus Christ to 
impact the world by: 
 

PRAISING God our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer 

LEARNING about God’s will for our lives 

LOVING one another unconditionally 

SERVING neighbors near and far 

SHARING the gifts with which we have been blessed 

WITNESSING to the Good News of Jesus Christ to provide hope for the world. 
 

 

We are honored that you chose to worship God with us this morning. 

If you are looking for a church home, we would love to help you explore the possibility that Sardis is the 
place God is calling you to worship and serve.   
You are welcome here. 

 

 

Sardis Presbyterian Church       6100 Sardis Road        Charlotte, NC 28270       704.366.1854          www.sardis.org 

Sardis is a Stephen Ministry Congregation. 

Welcome to “On-line” Worship with Sardis Presbyterian Church 
 

We are glad you are with us. 
 

 

For everyone’s protection during this COVID19 pandemic, church activities are limited per our Safety 
Task Force’s and governmental guidelines.  We will update the congregation via the Sardis website, 
www.sardis.org, email, and social media posts as needed. 
 

Pastoral Emergencies: If you call the church office at any time and there is no one to answer your call, 
please listen to the phone message to be directed to the Pastoral Care Voicemail.  Please leave a message, 
including a call-back number, and a Pastor will be in touch with you shortly. 
 

Digital Offering options: 
Option 1: Make a credit card  gift online using your mobile device: go to sardis.org and    
click on “Make a Gift Now”. 
Option 2: Text ‘Sardis + amount’ to 73256 (ex. ‘Sardis 100’ = $100) 
Option 3: Click  the QR code here to go directly to the secure online form.  
 

 



THE CORPORATE WORSHIP OF GOD 

February 28, 2021 
 
 
THE LIFE OF SARDIS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Welcome and Announcements The Rev. Katherine B. Harrington 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  Laurie and Steve Hoots 
One:  All of you who revere the Lord—praise him! 
Many:  We will offer praise in the great congregation because of God. 
One:  Let all who seek the Lord praise him! 
Many:  Every part of the earth will remember and come back to the Lord. 
One:  All the earth’s powerful will worship God. 
Many:  Future descendants will serve God; generations to come will be 

told about our Lord. 
ALL:   Praise the Lord! 
 
HYMN   The God of Abraham Praise  Leoni

  Glory to God Hymnal #49/ Blue Presbyterian Hymnal #488 
   Karen Carpenter, Alice and Don Glefke, 
   John Hovis, Gwen Scott, Sue and Wayne Docherty 
 

The God of Abraham praise, who reigns enthroned above, 
the Ancient of Eternal Days, the God of Love! 
The Lord, the great I AM, by earth and heaven confessed, 
we bow before your holy name, forever blest. 
 

Your spirit still flows free, high surging where it will. 
In prophet's word you spoke of old and you speak still. 
Established is your law, and changeless it shall stand, 
deep writ upon the human heart by your strong hand. 
 

Your goodly land we seek, with peace and plenty blest, 
a land of sacred liberty and Sabbath rest. 
There milk and honey flow, and oil and wine abound, 
and trees of life forever grow with mercy crowned. 
 

You have eternal life implanted in the soul; 
your love shall be our strength and stay, while ages roll. 
We praise you, living God! We praise your holy name: 
the first, the last, beyond all thought, and still the same!  
 
EQUIPPING YOUNG  DISCIPLES  Sarah Dianne Jones 
 
OFFERING  (Please see options for giving noted on the first page.)  



OFFERTORY Give Me Jesus arr. Trenney 
 John Hovis, soloist 
  
SCRIPTURE LESSON Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7  (CEB) 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON Path to the Cross: Surprising Directions  The Rev. Dr. Joe B. Martin 

 
HYMN O God in Whom All Life Begins Noel  
 Glory to God Hymnal #308 / Blue Presbyterian Hymnal #n/a 
 

O God in whom all life begins, who births the seed to fruit, 
bestow your blessing on our lives; here let your love find root. 
Bring forth in us the Spirit's gifts of patience, joy, and peace; 
deliver us from numbing fear, and grant our faith increase. 
 

Unite in mutual ministry our minds and hands and hearts 
that we may have the grace to seek the power your peace imparts. 
So let our varied gifts combine to glorify your Name 
that in all things by word and deed we may your love proclaim. 
 

Through tears and laughter, grief and joy, enlarge our trust and care; 
so bind us in community that we may risk and dare. 
Be with us when we gather here to worship, sing, and pray; 
then send us forth in power and faith to live the words we say. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
SONG  Battle Belongs  Wickham  
 

When all I see is the battle, You see my victory 
When all I see is the mountain, You see a mountain moved 
And as I walk through the shadow, Your love surrounds me 
There's nothing to fear now for I am safe with You 
 

So when I fight, I'll fight on my knees 
With my hands lifted high 
Oh God, the battle belongs to You 
 

And every fear I lay at Your feet 
I'll sing through the night 
Oh God, the battle belongs to You 
 



And if You are for me, who can be against me? 
For Jesus, there's nothing impossible for You 
When all I see are the ashes, You see the beauty 
When all I see is a cross, God, You see the empty tomb 
 

So when I fight, I'll fight on my knees 
With my hands lifted high 
Oh God, the battle belongs to You 
And every fear I lay at Your feet 
I'll sing through the night 
Oh God, the battle belongs to You 
 

Almighty fortress, You go before us 
Nothing can stand against the power of our God 
You shine in the shadow, You win every battle 
Nothing can stand against the power of our God 
   
BENEDICTION AND PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Leader: The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
POSTLUDE The God of Abraham Praise Young 
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