
 

Sardis Presbyterian Church is an inclusive congregation called to equip disciples of 
Jesus Christ to impact the world by: 

PRAISING God our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer 

LEARNING about God’s will for our lives 

LOVING one another unconditionally 

SERVING neighbors near and far 

SHARING the gifts with which we have been blessed 

WITNESSING to the Good News of Jesus Christ to provide hope for 
the world. 

Sardis Presbyterian Church  ·   6100 Sardis Road   ·   Charlotte, NC 28270  ·   704.366.1854   ·  www.sardis.org 

11:00 a.m. Worship     •     March 23, 2025 

We are honored that you chose to worship God with us this morning. If you are looking for a church home, we would 
love to help you explore the possibility that Sardis is the place God is calling you to worship and serve.                  



WORSHIPING GOD TOGETHER 
 †  Rise in body or in spirit. 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

PRELUDE                                                   Reflection                                            Douglas Wagner        
  

    WELCOME  AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                 Rev. Dr. Allysen Schaaf 
   

†  CALL TO WORSHIP                               Psalm 63: 1-5                                                   Dr. Schaaf 
Leader:    O God, you are my God, I seek you, my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for 
                  you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.  
People:  So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, beholding your power 
                 and glory. 
Leader:    Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you. 
People:  So I will bless you as long as I live; I will lift up my hands and call  
                 on your name. 
All:          My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast, and my mouth praises you  
                 with joyful lips. 

 
†  HYMN #49                                   The God of Abraham Praise                                  LEONI
   
    PRAYER OF CONFESSION      Hymnal, page 4                                         Dr. Schaaf 
     
    ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                   Dr. Schaaf 
    Leader: Friends, believe the Good News. 
    People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
  
†  RESPONSE#581                            Glory Be to the Father                                   GLORIA PATRI 
   Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the  
        beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.  
  

                                                 PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

    TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES OF CHRIST Amanda Hooks 

   PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                 Rev. Dr. Joe B. Martin 

   OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                   Genesis 21: 8-21 Dr. Schaaf 

    NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                      John 4: 7-15 Dr. Martin 
    Leader:    This is the word of the Lord. 
    People:  Thanks be to God.  
 
    SERMON        Created to Care: Water Is Life Dr. Martin 

 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 
 †  AFFIRMATION OF FAITH       From A Brief Statement of Faith (1983)              Dr. Martin 
     We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love God  
     created the world good and makes everyone equally in God's image, male and 
     female, of every race and people, to live as one community. But we rebel  
     against God; we hide from our Creator. Ignoring God's commandments, we  
     violate the image of God in others and ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit  
     neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care.  
     We deserve God's condemnation. Yet God acts with justice and mercy to  
     redeem creation. In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a  
     covenant people to bless all the families of the earth. Hearing their cry, God  
     delivered the children of Israel from the house of bondage. Loving us still,  
     God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. Like a mother who will not  
     forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal  
     home, God is faithful still. 

 
 

  WORSHIP 
  

  

  
 

 

March 23, 2025 

 
THE CHAPEL (through 
the doors to left of the 
pulpit) is available, with 
audio of the worship 
service, for those who 
need it (e.g. families 
with young children, 
those with health 
challenges, etc.).  
 

* * * 
 

HEARING 
ASSISTANCE DEVICES 
with disposable ear 
coverings are available. 
Please speak with an 
usher and they will 
provide one for you. 
Additionally, Sardis now 
has a hearing loop in the 
Sanctuary. If your 
hearing aid has a t-coil, 
please sit in the main 
section of the sanctuary 
to take advantage of this 
technology. 
 

 * * *  
 

 WHEELCHAIR 
ACCESSIBILITY is 
provided in the main 
body of the Sanctuary, 
on the side aisles on the 
seventh pew, and in the 
transept area. A 
handicap unisex 
bathroom is located in 
the left rear hallway. 

 
* * * 

 

PASTORAL 
EMERGENCIES:  
After hours and on 
weekends or holidays, 
please call the church 
office and  leave a 
message, including a call
-back number. A Pastor 
will be in touch with you 
shortly. 
 

* * * 
 

 



 †  HYMN                                               Creator Of the Water                                      LANCASHIRE 
Creator of the water that makes the world so green, 

That satisfies the thirsty, and keeps us cool and clean, 
We take from your creation this gift we use each day; 

You call us now to use it in this most holy way. 
 

   As in the time of Noah, the sea engulfed the land, 
And through the Red Sea, Moses led Israel 'cross the sand, 
And to the Jordan waters, Christ went and was baptized — 

Your water has a power: it changes all our lives. 
 

  May this your gift of water, long springing from the earth, 
Become for all new Christians their fountain of rebirth. 

Lord, wash away their sinning, and give them life anew — 
Pour out your Spirit on them, that they may follow you. 

 
God, through your gift of water, your family we become; 

You take away divisions; in Christ you make us one. 
Now send your Spirit on us and give us work to do 

That we may share with others the love we have from you. 
 
    PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                                          Dr. Schaaf 
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
    and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
    temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power  
    and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
    THE PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHE AND OUR OFFERING                           Dr. Schaaf 
                             Please place your Prayer Request Cards in the offering basket. 
   
   OFFERTORY           Beautiful Savior           arr. F. Melius Christiansen 

Sanctuary Choir 
Fair are the meadows, Fairer the woodlands, robed in flowers of blooming spring; Jesus is 

fairer, Jesus is purer, He makes our sorrowing spirit sing. Beautiful Savior! Lord of the 
nations! Glory and honor, praise, adoration, now and forevermore be Thine! 

 
 †  DOXOLOGY #606          Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow             OLD 100th 

                                        Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
                                            Praise God all creatures here below; 
                                             Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
                                       Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  
 †  PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  Dr. Martin 
                                                                                                   

SENT BY THE WORD 

 †  HYMN #182                              I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say                              KINGSFOLD 

 †  BLESSING AND PASSING OF THE PEACE                                                                Dr. Martin 
 Leader:     The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
 People:   And also with you. 

 
Let’s pass that peace with one another  

before we follow Jesus by carrying it out into the world. 
 

      POSTLUDE         The God of Abraham Praise                  arr. Michael Burkhardt  

The Ushers today  are 
members of the Life and 
Care  ministry.                      

* * * 
God’s children of all 
ages are welcome in 
worship!  Children’s 
worship activity bags 
can be found at the 
front entrance and in 
the younger children’s 
worship space. The 
open space in the front 
right is provided for 
children 5 and under to 
experience all aspects of 
worship in ways that 
meet their 
developmental needs. 
Audio of the service can 
be heard in the Chapel if 
you and your child need 
to step out for a bit and 
the nursery is also open 
during worship for 
children 5 years and 
younger in the 
Education Building. Ask 
an usher if you need 
directions and speak 
with one of the pastors 
or Amanda Hooks if you 
have questions about 
how best to include your 
child in the experience 
of worship.                      

* * * 
We have several 
offering options for 
you! 
Option 1: Make a 
credit card gift online 
using your mobile 
device: go to sardis.org 
and click on “Make a 
Gift Now” 
 
Option 2: Text ‘Sardis 
+ amount’ to 73256 
(e.g. ‘Sardis 100’ = $100) 
 
Option 3: 
Click the QR 
code here to 
go directly to 
the secure 
online form.  
 
Option 4: Place your 
offering in the offering 
plate. 
 
Thank you for your gifts 
and support of Sardis. 
Presbyterian Church. 

 
 

The flowers today are given to the Glory of God  
and in loving memory of  
 Mildred Beck Phillips  

by Sally Phillips.  

2.    

3.    

4.    

1.  



THIS WEEK AT SARDIS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Bell Ringing During Lent– Help us communicate 
to the Lord and community our excitement of His 
coming and the celebration of Easter by ringing the 
church bell each day during Lent. This can be done by 
an individual, family, friends, or a group. Use the QR 
code below to access the Sign-Up Genius where you 
will find all necessary information and instructions. 
You can also sign up at sardis.org under the Serving 
tab, then In The Church.  
 
Prayer Garden Worship Service: Join us Sunday, 
March 30 from 6:30-7:00 p.m. as we gather among 
the spring blooms on the South Lawn for an intimate 
outdoor worship service. Together we’ll enjoy prayer 
and songs surrounded by the natural beauty of God’s 
creation. 
 
SPARK Family Dinner and WAM Olympics: 
Join us Sunday, April 6 from 5:00-6:30 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall for a special evening of food, fun, and 
fellowship! All families with children ages birth-5th 
grade are invited to enjoy dinner followed our WAM 
Olympics featuring relay races, games, and a joyful 
celebration to mark the end of our WAM program 
year! Nursery available for children 3 years and 
younger.  
 
Lenten Book Study: March 12/13 - April 9/10 
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. & Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. 
in Room 201 & Zoom - Join us this Lent for an 
inspiring book study on earth care! We'll be reading 
"Saving Us: A Climate Scientist's Case for Hope and 
Healing in a Divided World" by Katherine Hayhoe, a 
renowned climate scientist and Christian. Free copies 
are available at the church office, or find the book at 
the public library or on Amazon.  Come explore how 
we can make a difference in caring for our planet 
while building bridges across divides. All are welcome 
– bring friends and neighbors!  
 
 
Sardis Sign-Up Genius! Use this QR 
code to access any and all Sardis  
Sign-Ups. 

PURSUING ORDINATION UNDER CARE OF 
SESSION:  

Andrew Beals — Union Presbyterian Seminary 

Sarah Dianne Jones  

Jonathan Lee 

  Sunday, March 23  
  3:00 p.m.  Room In the Inn Sardis House 
  5:00 p.m.  WAM and Dinner Rm 205 & Ed Hall 
  5:00 p.m.  Youth Bells and Choir Admin. Building 

  6:00 p.m.  Youth Group Fellowship Hall 
   Monday, March 24 
   7:00 p.m.  Session Meeting Room 210 

  Tuesday, March 25 

  9:00 a.m.  Yoga Sardis House 
10:00 a.m.  Exploring the Bible Room 210 

  Wednesday, March 26 

  3:00 p.m.  Room In The Inn Sardis House 
  7:00 p.m.  Saving Us Book Study Room 210 
  7:00 p.m.  High School Bible Study Off Campus 
  7:30 p.m.  Coventry Ringers Admin Building 

  Thursday, March 27 
  9:00 a.m.  Yoga Sardis House 
  10:00 a.m.  Saving Us Book Study Room 210 

  6:30 p.m.  Throne Together Choir Room 

  7:30 p.m.  Sanctuary Choir Choir Room 
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